STAIRCASE
TERMINOLOGY

Key Components of a Staircase
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NEWEL CAP

Sit on the top of the posts
for decorative effect

._

— o NEWEL POST
HANDRAIL PS The larger posts usually at
A graspable rail positioned each end of the balustrade.

900-1000mm above the
pitch line of the stairs.

BALUSTER

The main vertical supports
of a balustrade. They must
be no greater than 100mm
apart and are engineered
to provide support to the
top and bottom rails.

BOTTOM RAIL

Sits on the top or side of
the stringer and is routed
out for the balusters to
RISER o be fixed into.

The vertical component
of each step, risers can

be vertical, sloping, or
removed altogether for STRINGER

an open riser stair. d The load bearing support of the
stairs. The treads and risers can
either be housed & wedged into
Housed Stringers, or supported by
cut/under-cut stringers. The
choice of which is dependent on
the overall look you’re going for.

TREADS

The horizontal surface of each step.
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